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somewhat mingled with green. There are five
or six beans in each pod. The same day, we dined
in a hollow cotton-tree, in which 29 men could
be ranged side by side. This tree is not rare in
those regions; it grows on the river-banks and in
marshy places. Itattainsa great height and has many
branches. Its bark is seamed and rough like
shagreen. The wood is hard, brittle, and apt to
decay; I do not believe that I have seen two of these
trees that were not hollow. Its leaves are large and
thickly set; its fruit is of the size of a hazelnut,
enveloped in down; the whole resembling an apple,
exactly spherical, and about an inch in diameter.

Now that I am on the subject of trees, I will tell
you something of the assimine-tree, and of that which
is called the lentil-tree. The 1st isashrub, the fruit
of which is oval in shape, and a little larger than a
bustard’s egg; its substance is white and spongy,
and becomes yellow when the fruit is ripe. It
contains two or three kernels, large and flat like the
garden bean. They have each their special cell.
The fruits grow ordinarily in pairs, and are suspended
on the same stalk. The French have given ita
name which is not very refined, Zesticuli asini. This
is a delicate morsel for the savages and the Cana-
dians; as for me, I have found it of an unendurable
insipidity. The one which I call the lentil-tree is a
tree of ordinary size; the leaf is short, oblong, and
serrated all around. Its fruit much resembles our
lentils. It is enclosed in pods, which grow in large,
thick tufts at the extremities of the branches.® But
it is time to resume our course.

On the morning of the 8th, Monsieur de Celoron
sent me with an officer to examine certain writings,



